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gun by the German expedition on the site' are
likely to set at rest some long-standing subjects of
controversy. It is not the province of this book
to discuss questions of topography, but the narra-
tive of Nebuchadrezzar's elaborate reconstruction
of the defenses of Babylon may perhaps be made
more clear by a comparison with the two chief
sources of our knowledge which are here given in
translation.

The following is the description given by
Herodotus:

"Assyria a possesses a vast number of great cities, whereof the
most renowned and strongest at this time was Babylon, whither,
after the fall of Nineveh, the seat of government had been removed.
The following is a description of the place The city stands on a
broad plain, and is an exact square, a hundred and twenty furlongs
in length each way,' so that the entire circuit is four hundred and
eighty furlongs,4 While such is its size, in magnificence there is
no other city that approaches it. It is surrounded, in the first place,
by a broad and deep moat, full of water, behind which rises a
wall fifty royal cubits in width and two hundred in height.5 (The

1Sce above, vol i, pp 217, 248.

a Assyria as used In this passage manifestly is extended so as to include
all Babylonia. See above, vol. i, p. 269.

8 This outer wall corresponds to Niiwtti-Bel in the descriptions of Neb-
uchadrezzar, arid Herodotus could not have seen it, for it had been de-
stroyed by Darius.

4 Four hundred and eighty stadia would be fifty-five and one quarter
miles, which Is impossible. The modern ruins, so far as can be ascertained,
extend f rom north to south a distance of about five miles only.

* The proportion of width to height IB impossible. The Interior of these
\valln was composed of sun-dried bricks, the outside was made of burnt
bricks. Such a wall could not be raised to so great a height (about one
hundred and five meters) on a base so narrow (about twenty~six meters);
long before it could be reached the whole mass would collapse. The nec-
essary proportions would be about a width of one third to two thirds of the
height. See A* Billerbeck> Der y^tungsbau wn Alien Ori&a, Leipzig,
1900, p. 6.